THE  SUN   AND  THE   SERPENT

cursed, and afflicted with a skin disease.1 To
obtain relief from this malady, the hero made a
pilgi^p^e to the abode (or shrine) of his deified
ancestor Adrakhasis, or Shamash-napishtim, or
Utu-napishtim, who had been King of Shurippak j
who had been saved in the ark at the time of the
deluge3; and who has been already alluded to.

The pilgrimage was made partly by land, and
partly by sea, or by river,

Gilgames having, by the advice of his ancestor,
bathed in a sacred water, was cured ; and he re-
ceived from Samash-napishtim, or perhaps from the
priest of his temple, a branch of the tree of life.3

On his way home, Gilgames landed upon the
shore of what seems to have been a hostile country;
and while he was drinking at a spring, the branch
of the tree of life was seized by a serpent, who was
the genius (or deity) of the spring. The serpent,
uttering a malediction, carried off the branch ;
and Gilgames, who was unable to recover it, and
was much distressed at his loss, resumed his
homeward journey.4

It is evident, from this description, that in some
of the countries bordering upon the Persian Gulf,
springs were, as in India, sacred to the serpent-

1 Maspero, " Dawn of Civilization," 582,
a Chaldean " Account of Genesis," 388.
Maspero, " Dawn of Civilization," 566.
3Ib. 587.         *Ib. 587-588.
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